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1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV) “And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 
 

If others are going to have the chance to hear about  
Jesus today it is because you are going to be willing  

to share your story of faith, hope and love. 
 
Acts 2:47b (NIV) “And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.” 
 

Hope is an optimistic outlook  
based on God’s powerful promises. 

 
Hope is the confidence that what God has done in the past 

is similar to what He is planning to do in the future. 
 
1 Peter 3:15-16a (NIV) “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience.” 
 

IF YOU ARE GOING TO SHARE YOUR HOPE… 
 

1. You need your heart set apart. 
 
1 Peter 3:15a (NIV) “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.” 
 

To be holy is to be different or set apart for God. 
 

2. You need to prepare to share. 
 
1 Peter 3:15b (NIV) “Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have.” 

Take time to learn some of God’s promises. 
 
Romans 8:28 (NIV) “And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to 
His purpose.” 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.’” 
 
John 14:2-3 (NIV) “My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am.” 
 



 

The best reason you can give for your hope is 
the one that means the most to you. 

 
Psalm 68:5 (NIV) “A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, 
is God in His holy dwelling.” 
 
Proverbs 22:6 (KJV) “Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
 
Matthew 6:25,32b-33 (NIV) “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 32 
Your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first 
His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” 
 
Philippians 4:19 (NIV) “And my God will meet all your needs 
according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.” 
 

3. You need to be gentle and respectful and clear-minded. 
 
1 Peter 3:15c-16a (NIV) “But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 
keeping a clear conscience.” 
 

• To be gentle is to not be a pushy know it all 
• To be respectful of others reflects your respect for God 

who has created all people in His image. 
 
John 8:10-11 (NIV) “‘Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?’ 11 ‘No one, sir,’ she said. ‘Then neither do I 
condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’” 
 

• To be clear-minded is to live transparently and 
authentically with your sins forgiven. 

 
Romans 10:15b (NIV) “How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!” 
 

God wants you to live your life in a way that  
makes it easy for others to put their hope in Him. 

 
Romans 5:3-5 (NIV) “Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” 
 
Romans 15:13 (NIV) “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” 


