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Matthew 25:31-33 (NIV) “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, 
and all the angels with Him, He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 All 
the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate the 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on His right and the goats on His 
left.” 

KINGDOM PRINCIPLE:  
Jesus will call out His righteous people when He returns. 

 
Matthew 25:34 (NIV) “Then the King will say to those on His right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father; take your inheritance, 
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’”  
 

What kind of people get to inherit the kingdom of heaven? 
The answer is: Righteous People! 

 
JESUS IDENTIFIES THE RIGHTEOUS AS: 

 
• Those that extend simple acts of kindness to others. 

 
Matthew 25:35-36 (NIV) “For I was hungry and you gave Me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited Me in, 36 I needed clothes and you 
clothed Me, I was sick and you looked after Me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit Me.” 
 

Jesus is identifying Himself with anyone with these needs! 
 
Six Acts of Righteousness:  1.  Giving something to eat 

  2.  Giving something to drink 
  3.  Inviting in a stranger 
  4.  Giving clothes to wear 
  5.  Caring for the sick 
  6.  Visiting a prisoner 

 
Jesus invites us to make a difference one person at a time. 

  
• Those surprised by the significance of their actions. 

 
Matthew 25:37-40 (NIV) “Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, 
when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You 
something to drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and invite 
You in, or needing clothes and clothe You? 39 When did we see You 
sick or in prison and go to visit You?’ 40 The King will reply, ‘Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of Mine, you did for Me.’” 
 

Definition: “least of these” - Anyone ignored or overlooked 
 



 

Proverbs 28:27 (NIV) “Those who give to the poor will lack nothing, 
but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses.” 
 

JESUS IDENTIFIES THE UNRIGHTEOUS AS: 
 

• Those that don’t do a thing. 
 
Matthew 25:41-43 (NIV) “Then He will say to those on His left, 
‘Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave Me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me nothing to drink, 43 I 
was a stranger and you did not invite Me in, I needed clothes and 
you did not clothe Me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look 
after Me.’”  

Judgment is that moment when God looks at us 
and says, “Your choice will be honored.” 

 
Luke 18:18,20-24 (NIV) “A certain ruler asked Him (Jesus), ‘Good 
teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 20 You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor 
your father and mother.’ 21 ‘All these I have kept since I was a boy,’ 
he said. 22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, ‘You still lack one 
thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me.’ 23 When he heard 
this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus 
looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!’” 
 

• Those that don’t feel a thing. 
 
Matthew 25:44-46 (NIV) “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we 
see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or 
in prison, and did not help You?' 45 He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for Me.’ 46 Then they (the unrighteous) will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”  
 

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT WHAT YOU KNOW? 
 

This week spend 10 minutes contemplating each one 
of the six acts of righteousness that Jesus mentioned. 

Spend 60 minutes doing something 
for someone to help with one of these six needs. 

 
What you choose to do each day has an eternal impact. 

 
Mark 10:45 (NIV) “For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  
 

Where do you stand in relation to the Shepherd? 


