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Psalm 139:14a (NLT) “Thank You for making me so 
wonderfully complex.”   
 
Ecclesiastes 7:18b (MSG) “A person who fears God deals 
responsibly with all of reality, not just a piece of it.”   
 

The parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30) 
Deal responsibly with what you have been given. 

 
Five Factors That Influence Your Identity 

 
1. Your Chemistry 

 
Genesis 2:24 (NIV) “That is why a man leaves his father and 
mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.” 
 

No flaw is sinful or shameful. It’s just how you’re wired. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:7b (NIV) “Therefore, in order to keep me 
from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to torment me.” 
 
Galatians 4:13 (NCV) “You remember that it was because of 
an illness that I came to you the first time, preaching the Good 
News.”   
 

2. Your Connections  
 

Life is all about relationships. 
 
Matthew 22:37-39 (NIV) “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
 

Problems that affect our connections: 
• We are all imperfect.  
• Sin disconnects us from God 
Romans 3:23 (NIV) “For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” 

It’s not love if you don’t have a choice. 
We accuse others and we excuse ourselves. 

• The more disconnected you are, the more fearful you 
become.   
 



 

3. Your Circumstances 
 
Exodus 1:22 (NIV) “Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his 
people: ‘Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into 
the Nile, but let every girl live.’”  
 
Exodus 2:10 (NIV) “When the child grew older, she took him 
to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named 
him Moses, saying, ‘I drew him out of the water.’”  
 

Problems, Pressures and Pain SHAPE your life. 
 

4. Your Consciousness 
 
John 1:18 (NIV) “No one has ever seen God, but the one and 
only Son, who is Himself God and is in closest relationship 
with the Father, has made Him known.” 
 
Colossians 1:15 (NIV) “The Son is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn over all creation.” 
 
Jeremiah 17:9 (KJV) “The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 
 
Proverbs 23:7a (KJV) “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is 
he.” 
 
Proverbs 4:23 (NCV) “Be careful what you think, because 
your thoughts run your life.” 
 
Job 3:25 (NLT) “What I always feared has happened to me. 
What I dreaded has come true.” 
 

Feelings aren’t facts. 
 

5. Your Choices 
 
Genesis 1:27 (NIV) “So God created mankind in His own 
image, in the image of God He created them; male and 
female He created them.” 
 

You have a free moral choice. 
 

The freedom of choice is your greatest blessing. 
The freedom of choice is also your greatest curse. 

 
Ultimately your identity is based on your choices. 

 


