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Proverbs 14:12 (GNT) “What you think is the right road may lead to 
death.”   
 
1 John 4:1 (TLB) “Dearly loved friends, don’t always believe 
everything you hear just because someone says it is a message 
from God: test it first to see if it really is.” 
 
John 7:17 (MSG) “Anyone who wants to do His will can test this 
teaching and know whether it’s from God or whether I’m making it 
up.” 

SEVEN WAYS TO TEST AN IMPRESSION 
 

1. Does it agree with the Bible? 
Luke 21:33 (NIV) “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words 
will never pass away.” 
 
Proverbs 12:19a (NLT) “Truthful words stand the test of time.” 
 
Galatians 1:8 (NLT) “Let God’s curse fall on anyone, including us or 
even an angel from heaven, who preaches a different kind of Good 
News than the one we preached to you.” 
 

2. Does this make you more like Christ? 
Philippians 2:5 (NCV) “In your lives you must think and act like 
Christ Jesus.” 
 
2 Corinthians 10:5b (GW) “We take every thought captive so that it 
is obedient to Christ.” 
 
James 3:14-15, 17 (NIV) “But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 
Such ‘wisdom’ does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is 
first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” 
 

3. Does your church family confirm this? 
Ephesians 3:10-11 (NIV) “His intent was that now, through the 
church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to His 
eternal purpose that He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Proverbs 11:9 (GNT) “You can be ruined by the talk of godless 
people, but the wisdom of the righteous can save you.” 
Proverbs 11:14 (KJV) “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in 
the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” 
 

4. Is it consistent with how God shaped you? 



 

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) “For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do.” 
 
Romans 12:6a (TLB) “God has given each of us the ability to do 
certain things well.” 
 

5. Does it concern your responsibility? 
John 21:22 (NIV) “Jesus answered, ‘If I want him to remain alive 
until I return, what is that to you? You must follow Me.’” 
 
Romans 14:4 (NIV) “Who are you to judge someone else’s 
servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will 
stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.” 
 
Romans 14:10b&12 (Phillips) “We shall all be judged one day, not 
by each other’s standards or even our own, but by the standard of 
Christ. 12 It is to God alone that we have to answer for our actions.” 
 

6. Is it convicting rather than condemning?   
 
Conviction comes from God. Condemnation comes from Satan. 
 
Romans 8:1 (NLT) “So now there is no condemnation for those 
who belong to Christ Jesus.” 
 
Revelation 3:19 (AMPC) “Those whom I dearly and tenderly love, I 
tell their faults and convict and convince and reprove and chasten. I 
discipline and instruct them. So be enthusiastic and in earnest and 
burning with zeal and repent changing your mind and attitude.” 
 
Revelation 12:10 (GNT) “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven 
saying, ‘Now God's salvation has come! Now God has shown His 
power as King! Now His Messiah has shown His authority! For the 
one who stood before our God and accused believers day and night 
has been thrown out of heaven.” 
 

7. Do you sense God’s peace about it? 
1 Corinthians 14:33a (KJV) “For God is not the author of 
confusion, but of peace.”  
Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT) “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray 
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank Him for all He 
has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds 
anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and 
minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Proverbs 22:17-19 (TLB) “Listen to this wise advice; follow it 
closely, for it will do you good, and you can pass it on to others: 
Trust in the Lord.” 
John 8:47 (NIV) “Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. 
The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 


