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Acts 20:35b (NIV) “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
 

“more blessed” means “happy” 
 

The quality of your life is determined by 
the quality of your decisions. 

 
We make our decisions, and our decisions make us. 

 
When faced with ___________ (this situation), 

I have pre-decided ___________ (to take this action). 
 

When faced with giving, 
I have pre-decided to be generous. 

 
No one ever stumbles into irrational generosity. 

 
Generosity is not about what you have or do not have. 

Generosity is all about the heart. 
 

If we are not generous now, we will not be generous later. 
 
Luke 12:16-17 (NLT) “Then He told them a story: ‘A rich man had a fertile 
farm that produced fine crops. 17 He said to himself, ‘What should I do? I 
don’t have room for all my crops.’” 
 
Luke 12:18-19 (NLT) “Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns and 
build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my wheat and 
other goods. 19 And I’ll sit back and say to myself, ‘My friend, you have 
enough stored away for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be 
merry!”’ 
 

If you want to be generous when you have more, 
then learn to be generous when you have less. 

 
Giving is not just something we do. 

Generosity is an identity; it is who we are. 
 

TWO QUALITIES OF GENEROUS PEOPLE 
 

1. Generous people plan to be generous.  
 
Isaiah 32:8 (NLT) “But generous people plan to do what is generous, and 
they stand firm in their generosity.” 
 

Generous people do not plan to consume. 
Generous people plan to give. 

 



 

 
 
Matthew 6:33 (NIV) “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well.” 
 
Malachi 3:10a (NIV) “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in My house.” 

The Hebrew word “tithe” means 10% 
Malachi 3:10b (NIV) “‘Test Me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I 
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 
that there will not be room enough to store it.’” 
 
John 3:16 (NIV) “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 

 
 

We give God our first and our best, 
and we trust Him to bless the rest. 

 
2. Generous people always round up. 

 
Proverbs 21:26 (ESV) “All day long he (the sluggard) craves and craves, 
but the righteous gives and does not hold back.” 
 
Luke 10:35 (NLT) “The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, 
telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay 
you the next time I’m here.’” 
 
Luke 19:8 (NIV) “But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! 
Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have 
cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.’” 
 
Matthew 5:40-41 (NIV) “If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, 
hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with 
them two miles.” 
 
Luke 21:1-4 (NIV) “As Jesus looked up, He saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two very small 
copper coins. 3 ‘Truly I tell you,’ He said, ‘this poor widow has put in more 
than all the others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but 
she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’” 


