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Jesus Appears to Thomas - John 20:24-29 
 

Thomas the Doubter 
 
John 20:25b (NIV) “But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail 
marks in His hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put 
my hand into His side, I will not believe.’” 
 

“I believe in God,” and “I don't believe in God” 
are both statements of faith. 

 
Thomas the Honest 

 
John 14:4 (NIV) “You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
John 14:5 (NIV) “Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where 
You are going, so how can we know the way?’” 
 

Thomas the Brave 
 
John 11:16 (NIV) “Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to 
the rest of the disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’” 
 

There is hope for the skeptic. 
 
THE POST-RESURRECTION JOURNEY of SKEPTIC THOMAS:  

 
1. Starts with Absence and Unbelief 

 
John 20:24 (NIV) “Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of 
the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came.” 
 
Hebrews 10:25 (NLT) “And let us not neglect our meeting together, 
as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that 
the day of His return is drawing near.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” 
 

2. Was met with Persistence and Kindness  
 
John 20:25a (NIV) “So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen 
the Lord!’” 
 
John 20:25b (NIV) “But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail 
marks in His hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put 
my hand into His side, I will not believe.’” 
 
John 20:25a (Phillips) “The other disciples kept on telling him, 
‘We have seen the Lord.’” 
 



 

John 20:26a (NIV) “A week later His disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with them.” 
 

3. Set the stage for Encounter and Invitation  
 
John 20:26b (NIV) “Though the doors were locked, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’” 
 

God speaks hope to the skeptic still. 
 
Deuteronomy 4:29 (NIV) “But if from there you seek the Lord your 
God, you will find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all 
your soul.” 
Jeremiah 29:13 (NIV) “You will seek Me and find Me when you 
seek Me with all your heart.” 
 
Matthew 7:8 (NIV) “For everyone who asks receives; the one who 
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” 
James 4:8a (NIV) “Come near to God and He will come near to 
you.” 
 
John 20:27 (NIV) “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; 
see My hands. Reach out your hand and put it into My side. Stop 
doubting and believe.’” 
 
John 20:29a (NIV) “Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen 
Me, you have believed.’” 
 

God has never submitted Himself to any of our approvals. 
He's never negotiated terms and conditions on anything. 

 
4. Ended with a Declaration and Demonstration  

 
John 20:28 (NIV) “Thomas said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’”  
 
John 19:32-34 (NIV) “The soldiers therefore came and broke the 
legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then 
those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that 
He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34 Instead, one of 
the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow 
of blood and water.” 
 
John 20:29 (NIV) “Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen 
Me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.’” 
 

Do you feel abandoned by God? 
He is present even when He feels far. 

 
Declare in faith that God is present now, 

and you will find the blessings that come to 
those who have not seen and yet have believed. 


