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Prayer connects us to our heavenly Father. 
Prayer aligns our hearts with the heart of God. 

 
1. Jesus prays for Peter. 

 
Luke 22:31-34 (NIV) “‘Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of 
you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith 
may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers.’ 33 But he replied, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with You to 
prison and to death.’ 34 Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, Peter, before the 
rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know Me.’” 
 

Did this prayer of Jesus for Peter work? 
 
John 18:25 (NIV) “Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there 
warming himself. So they asked him, ‘You aren’t one of His disciples 
too, are you?’ He denied it, saying, ‘I am not.’” 
 

“ekleipo” to fail, to come to an end, 
to give out, to die, to grow dark 

 
Luke 16:9 (NIV) “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into 
eternal dwellings.” 
Luke 23:44-46 (NIV) “It was now about noon, and darkness came 
over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for the sun 
stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 
Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into Your hands I commit 
My Spirit.’ When He had said this, He breathed His last.” 
 
Matthew 14:28-31 (NIV) “‘Lord, if it’s You,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to 
come to You on the water.’ 29 ‘Come,’ He said. Then Peter got down 
out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But 
when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried 
out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31 Immediately Jesus reached out His hand 
and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ He said, ‘why did you doubt?’” 
 

A faith that falters is not the same as a faith that fails. 
 
Luke 22:31 (NIV) “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you 
as wheat.” 
 
James 1:2-4 (NIV) “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance 
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.” 
 



 

Isaiah 48:10 (NLT) “I have refined you, but not as silver is refined. 
Rather, I have refined you in the furnace of suffering.” 
 

God refines your life because He 
wants to see His own reflection in you. 

 
Trust God while you are being refined. 

 
Romans 5:3-5 (NIV) “Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” 
 

When can I get out of this suffering? 
What can I get out of this suffering? 

 
Luke 22:33 (NIV) “But he replied, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with You 
to prison and to death.’” 
 

2. Jesus gives Peter a task.  
 
Luke 22:32 (NIV) “But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith 
may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers.” 
 

3. Jesus prays for you. 
 
John 17:20b,22-23 (NIV) “I pray also for those who will believe in 
Me through their message. 22 I have given them the glory that You 
gave Me, that they may be one as We are one— 23 I in them and 
You in Me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the 
world will know that You sent Me and have loved them even as You 
have loved Me.” 
 
Philippians 1:3-6 (NIV) “I thank my God every time I remember 
you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now, 6 being confident of this, that He who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
 
Romans 8:26 (NIV) “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
Himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.” 
 
Romans 8:34 (NIV) “Who then is the one who condemns? No one. 
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at 
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.” 
 

Your actions beyond this moment will determine 
whether your faith was a failure or a falter. 

Your faith is a calling to return to strengthen the others. 


