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Psalm 33:22 (NIV) “May Your unfailing love be with us, Lord, 
even as we put our hope in You.” 
 

Tension We All Face: 
How do you maintain hope in a world 

that at times seems hopelessly broken? 
 

Hope is the person or thing in which  
your expectations are centered. 

 
Hope is a little bit like a ladder that we lean against a wall. 
 

We make a decision to lean the ladder of hope  
onto something or someone that we think will support 

our ambition or support our aspirations or  
our hopes and dreams for the future. 

 
Hopelessness, despair or helplessness comes when you 
realize that the something or someone you have leaned 

your ladder against isn’t or cannot come through for you. 
 

Hope is trusting someone or something to  
support your dreams/security/future. 

 
1 Timothy 6:17 (NIV) “Command those who are rich in this 
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”  
 

This is the Bad News:  
We live in a hopelessly broken world. 

 
Romans 8:20-21 (NIV) “For the creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the One 
who subjected it, in hope, 21 that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 
freedom and glory of the children of God.” 
 

The reason everything in the world dies is because 
sin has polluted and corrupted everything. 

 
God has made the decision to allow sin to run its course. 
 



 

Romans 8:22-23 (NIV) “We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.” 
 
Romans 8:24 (NIV) “For in this hope we were saved. But 
hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 
already have?”  
 

This is the Good News: 
We have hope that there’s more to this life than this life. 

 
Romans 8:25 (NIV) “But if we hope for what we do not yet 
have, we wait for it patiently.” 
 

To wait for it patiently means we do not give up hope. 
 
Romans 8:26-27 (NIV) “In the same way, the Spirit helps us 
in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, 
but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans. 27 And He who searches our hearts knows the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in 
accordance with the will of God.”  
 
Romans 8:28 (NIV) “And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love Him, who have been 
called according to His purpose.” 
 
Romans 8:31-32 (NIV) “What, then, shall we say in response 
to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 
who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all—
how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all 
things?” 
 
Romans 8:38-39 (NIV) “For I am convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 

To put your hope in something secure and that 
won’t disappoint… you’ve got to move your ladder. 

 
The only way to maintain hope in a hopelessly  

broken world is to place your hope in the unfailing  
love God has for you in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


