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Mark 8:14-21 (NIV) “The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, 
except for one loaf they had with them in the boat. 15 ‘Be careful,’ 
Jesus warned them. ‘Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and 
that of Herod.’ 16 They discussed this with one another and said, ‘It 
is because we have no bread.’ 17 Aware of their discussion, Jesus 
asked them: ‘Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you 
still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Do you 
have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you 
remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, 
how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?’ ‘Twelve,’ they 
replied. 20 ‘And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, 
how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?’ They answered, 
‘Seven.’ 21 He said to them, ‘Do you still not understand?’” 
 
John 6:48 (NIV) “I AM the Bread of Life.” 
 

Yeast of the Pharisees = Religion 
Yeast of Herod = Politics 

 
The Lie: Christianity is Religion  

The Truth: Christianity is a Relationship 
 

If God did something miraculous once, He can do it again! 
 

Jesus is not just concerned with my Spiritual soul. 
He's also concerned with my physical needs. 

 
If it matters to you, it matters to God. 

 
We must reflect the caring character of Jesus. 

 
"The power of prayer is directly connected to 

your willingness to be a part of the answer." Howard Thurman 
 

“My prayer changes me.” 
 

IN BOTH FEEDING MIRACLES… 
 

• There were a lot of people. 
Mark 6:44 (NIV) “The number of the men who had eaten was five 
thousand.” 
Mark 8:9 (NIV) “About four thousand were present.” 
Luke 9:14 (NIV) “About five thousand men were there.” 
John 6:10 (NIV) “About five thousand men were there.” 
Matthew 14:21 (NIV) “The number of those who ate was about five 
thousand men, besides women and children.” 
Matthew 15:38 (NIV) “The number of those who ate was four 
thousand men, besides women and children.” 



 

Don't forget to remember that we are called to people. 
That means we are called to problems. 

 
• Compassion was the catalyst for the miracle. 

Mark 6:34 (NIV) “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, He 
had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd.” 
Mark 8:1-2 (NIV) “During those days another large crowd gathered. 
Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples to Him and 
said, 2 ‘I have compassion for these people; they have already been 
with Me three days and have nothing to eat.” 
 

If you have compassion, you must take action. 
Compassion is when care and action collide. 

 
• The disciples were asking the wrong questions. 

Mark 6:37c (NIV) “Are we to go and spend that much (a year’s 
wages) on bread and give it to them to eat?” 
Mark 8:4 (NIV) “But where in this remote place can anyone get 
enough bread to feed them?” 
 

Worry is often the byproduct of asking the wrong questions. 
 
Matthew 6:31-33 (NIV) “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. 33 But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
 
Mark 6:38 (NIV) “‘How many loaves do you have?’ He asked. ‘Go 
and see.’” 
Mark 8:5 (NIV) “‘How many loaves do you have?’ Jesus asked.” 
 

Stop worrying and focusing on what you do not have. 
Instead focus on what you do have at your disposal! 

 
It’s in the process of taking inventory on what God has 
given you that you will find you have something extra. 

 
• What the disciples had in their hands wasn't enough. 

 
Multiplication in both miracles happened through interaction. 

 
Mark 6:40-42 (NIV) “So they sat down in groups of hundreds and 
fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 
heaven, He gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then He gave them 
to His disciples to distribute to the people. He also divided the two 
fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied.” 
  

In the feeding of the 5,000 the issue was the price. 
In the feeding of the 4,000 the issue was the place and people. 


