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Central Theme of First Peter: 
 
Stand firm in your faith in the face of suffering and persecution. 
 

Peter talks about the HOPE that we have in Christ  
in the midst of suffering.  

 
Hope is not wishful thinking but rather 

confident expectation in the future. 
 

Peter tells us we're called to be DIFFERENT from this world. 
 
1 Peter 1:1 (NLT) “This letter is from Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ. I am writing to God’s chosen people who are living as 
foreigners in the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia.” 
 

Foreigners: exiles, sojourners, aliens or strangers 
 
1 Peter 1:6 (NLT) “So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, 
even though you must endure many trials for a little while.” 
 
1 Peter 1:7 (NLT) “These trials will show that your faith is genuine. 
It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is 
far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains 
strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory 
and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole 
world.” 
 

Three Types of False Faith 
 

• An inherited faith 
 

• A shallow faith  
 
Matthew 13:20-21 (NIV) “The seed falling on rocky ground refers to 
someone who hears the Word and at once receives it with joy. 21 
But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the Word, they quickly fall 
away.” 
 

• A conditional faith 
 
 
 
 



 

HOW DOES GOD USE OUR TRIALS? 
 

1. Trials can reveal the depth of your faith. 
 
1 Peter 1:7a (NLT) “These trials will show that your faith is genuine. 
 

A faith that's been tested is a faith that can be trusted. 
 
Luke 22:31-32 (NIV) “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of 
you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith 
may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers.” 
 

God used Peter’s trials to strengthen his faith. 
 
Luke 22:59-62 (NIV) “About an hour later another asserted, 
‘Certainly this fellow was with Him, for he is a Galilean.’ 60 Peter 
replied, ‘Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!’ Just as he 
was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked 
straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the Word the Lord had 
spoken to him: ‘Before the rooster crows today, you will disown Me 
three times.’ 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.” 
 
James 1:2-4 (NIV) “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance 
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.” 
 

There is a purpose in your pain. 
God will never waste a hurt. 

 
2. Trials can draw you closer to God.  

 
1 Peter 1:8-9 (NLT) “You love Him even though you have never 
seen Him. Though you do not see Him now, you trust Him; and you 
rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. 9 The reward for trusting 
Him will be the salvation of your souls.” 
 

The Good News is NOT that God saves us from our trials. 
The Good News is that God saves us from our sins. 

 
John 16:33b (NIV) “In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 

Our faith is not in what we see.  
Our faith is in who God is. 


