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Anytime an attitude or action brings  
glory to God you are bearing fruit. 

 
WHAT HAPPENS TO A BARREN BRANCH? 

 
John 15:2 (NASB) “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He 
takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes (cleans) it 
so that it may bear more fruit.” 
John 15:2 (NIV) “He cuts off every branch in Me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes (cleans) so that it 
will be even more fruitful.” 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30 (NIV) “It is because of Him that you are in Christ 
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” 

 
It’s possible to be “in Christ” yet be  

like a branch that produces no fruit for a time. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
 
John 15:3 (NIV) “You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you.” 
 
Matthew 27:32 (NIV) “As they were going out, they met a man from 
Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross.”  
Mark 8:34 (NIV) “Then He called the crowd to Him along with His 
disciples and said: ‘Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow Me.’” 
 
John 15:2 (JHS Version) “Every branch in Me that does not bear 
fruit, He lifts up.” 
 

The natural tendency for a new branch 
is to trail down along the ground. 

 
HOW DOES OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN HELP US 
PROGRESS FROM BARREN TO BOUNTIFUL? 

 
FIRST SECRET OF THE VINE 

If your life consistently bears no fruit,  
God will intervene to discipline you. 

 



 

Deuteronomy 8:5 (NIV) “Know then in your heart that as a man 
disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you.” 
 
Hebrews 12:5-6 (NIV) “And have you completely forgotten this word 
of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his 
son? It says, ‘My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and 
do not lose heart when He rebukes you, 6 because the Lord 
disciplines the one He loves, and He chastens everyone He accepts 
as His son.’” 
Hebrews 12:11 (NASB) “For the moment, all discipline seems not 
to be pleasant, but painful; yet to those who have been trained by it, 
afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.” 
 

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S INTERVENTION 
MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE. 

 
The discipline doesn’t have to continue! It’s all up to you. 

 
Hebrews 12:7-8 (NLT) “As you endure this divine discipline, 
remember that God is treating you as His own children. Who ever 
heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 8 If God 
doesn’t discipline you as He does all of His children, it means that 
you are illegitimate and are not really His children at all.” 
 
1 Corinthians 11:27-32 (NIV) “So then, whoever eats the bread or 
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 
sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to 
examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the 
cup. 29 For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of 
Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 30 That is why many 
among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen 
asleep. 31 But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, 
we would not come under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we 
are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that 
we will not be finally condemned with the world.” 
 

Repentance is turning away from sin. 
 
Psalm 139:23-24 (NIV) “Search me, God, and know my heart; test 
me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 
 
John 15:8 (NIV) “This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples.” 
 
Hebrews 12:11 (NIV) “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness 
and peace for those who have been trained by it.” 
 
Galatians 6:9 (NIV) “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” 


