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1 Peter 1:13-17 (NIV) “Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully 
sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 
Christ is revealed at His coming. 14 As obedient children, do not 
conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 
But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for 
it is written: ‘Be holy, because I Am holy.’ 17 Since you call on a 
Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time 
as foreigners here in reverent fear.” 
 

For many of you the biggest obstacle to you fully 
following Christ is your desire to fit in. 

God did not to call you to fit in. 
He called you to stand out. 

 
Romans 12:2 (NIV) “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and 
perfect will.” 
 
Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV) “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is 
the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many 
enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.” 
 

God is calling us to be set apart and to be different. 
 
1 Peter 1:14 (NIV) “As obedient children, do not conform to the evil 
desires you had when you lived in ignorance.” 
 
1 Peter 1:15-16 (NIV) “But just as He who called you is holy, so be 
holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I Am holy.’” 
 

Many people want to believe that God's highest  
calling and purpose for us is our happiness. 

 
God's holiness for you is a higher priority than your happiness. 
 
The Theology of Happiness empowers you to personally justify 

something that otherwise would be wrong or unwise. 
 

God does not exist to serve us. We exist to serve Him. 
God calls us to be holy. 

Holy means to be set apart, pure, and to live differently. 
 
1 Peter 1:14 (NLT) “So you must live as God’s obedient children. 
Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own 
desires. You didn’t know any better then.” 
 



 

You can slip back into trouble  
but you never slip into holiness. 

 
John 8:44 (NIV) “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want 
to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When 
he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies.” 
 
Genesis 3:1 (NIV) “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of 
the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
‘Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• What is an area I struggle with most trying to fit in? 
• When is a time I put my happiness above God’s holiness? 
• What is the biggest way that I am different from the world?  
• What is the biggest area that God wants me to be different? 

 
James 1:22 (NIV) “Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.” 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” 
 
Galatians 5:16-17 (NIV) “So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will 
not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is 
contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. 
They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do 
whatever you want.” 
 
1 Peter 1:18-21 (NIV) “For you know that it was not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 
empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but 
with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 
20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed 
in these last times for your sake. 21 Through Him you believe in God, 
who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, and so your faith 
and hope are in God.” 
 

Living holy is not the pathway to knowing Christ. 
Knowing Christ is the pathway to holiness. 

 
We are not talking about Outward Behavior Modification. 

We are talking about Inward Spiritual Transformation. 
 
Matthew 12:34b (NIV) “For the mouth speaks what the heart is full 
of.” 

The Holy Spirit shows you any area of 
your life that is pleasing or displeasing to God. 


