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Anytime an attitude or action brings  
glory to God you are bearing fruit. 

 
John 15:2 (NIV) “He cuts off (lifts up) every branch in Me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes (cleans) 
so that it will be even more fruitful.” 
 

PRODUCING BY REDUCING 
Is This Shear Love or Shear Madness? 

 
The Vinedresser’s strategy for more… is less. 

 
The Second Secret of the Vine: 

If your life bears some fruit, God will intervene to prune you. 
 

God’s purpose is for you to learn to cut away immature 
commitments and lesser priorities to make room for even  

greater abundance for His glory. 
 

Are you praying for God’s superabundant blessings? 
Are you asking that God will make you more like His Son? 

 
John 5:5-6 (NIV) “One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-
eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he 
had been in this condition for a long time, He asked him, ‘Do you 
want to get well?’” 
 

PRIME POINTS FOR PRUNING 
How do we know where or what God wants us to cut? 

 
Pruning is cutting and cutting hurts. 

 
Discipline is about sin. 
Pruning is about self. 

 
Exodus 18:17-18, 21-23 (NIV) “Moses’ father-in-law replied, ‘What 
you are doing is not good. 18 You and these people who come to 
you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; 
you cannot handle it alone. 21 But select capable men from all the 
people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest 
gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, 
fifties and tens. 22 Have them serve as judges for the people at all 
times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple 
cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load 
lighter, because they will share it with you. 23 If you do this and God 
so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these 
people will go home satisfied.” 
 



 

Acts 6:1-4, 7 (NLT) “But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there 
were rumblings of discontent. The Greek-speaking believers 
complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their 
widows were being discriminated against in the daily distribution of 
food. 2 So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They 
said, ‘We apostles should spend our time teaching the Word of God, 
not running a food program. 3 And so, brothers, select seven men 
who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We 
will give them this responsibility. 4 Then we apostles can spend 
our time in prayer and teaching the Word.’ 7 So God’s message 
continued to spread. The number of believers greatly increased in 
Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.” 
 
 

A BIBLICAL EXAMPLE OF FLOURISHING FROM PRUNING 
Life of the Apostle Paul 

 
Philippians 3:4b-6 (NIV) “If someone else thinks they have reasons 
to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, 
faultless.” 
 
Philippians 3:7-9a (NIV) “But whatever were gains to me I now 
consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 
garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him.” 
 
Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV) “Not that I have already obtained all this, 
or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that 
for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do 
not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I 
press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Philippians 3:15 (NIV) “All of us, then, who are mature should take 
such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that 
too God will make clear to you.” 
 

God is faithfully at work to make room  
and to add strength, productivity,  

and Spiritual power to your fruitful branch. 
 
John 15:8 (NIV) “This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples.” 


