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Three Different Types of Calling 
 

1. An eternal call to Christ.  
 
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) “The Lord is not slow in keeping His 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead He is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come 
to repentance.” 
 
Luke 5:8-11 (NIV) “When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at 
Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful 
man!’ 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the 
catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, 
the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to 
Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.’ 
11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and 
followed Him.” 
 

2. A temporary call to an assignment.  
 
Acts 10:19-20 (NIV) “While Peter was still thinking about the 
vision, the Spirit said to him, ‘Simon, three men are looking for 
you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go 
with them, for I have sent them.’” 
 

3. A daily call to a different standard.  
 

God starts with the who before He gets to the do. 
 

God is concerned with who you are 
before He is concerned with what you do. 

 
If the who is not right, the do will never be right. 

  
When you know who you are, you will know what to do. 

 
1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) “But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His wonderful light.” 
 



 

1 Peter 2:11 (NIV) “Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners 
and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war 
against your soul.” 
 
1 Peter 2:11 (NLT) “Dear friends, I warn you as ‘temporary 
residents and foreigners’ to keep away from worldly desires 
that wage war against your very souls.” 
 
1 Peter 2:12 (NIV) “Live such good lives among the pagans 
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.” 
 
1 Peter 2:12 (NLT) “Be careful to live properly among your 
unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will 
give honor to God when He judges the world.” 
 

We need to show people what we believe  
by how we behave. 

 
1 Peter 2:15 (NIV) “For it is God’s will that by doing good you 
should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people.” 
 
1 Peter 2:21 (NLT) “For God called you to do good, even if it 
means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your 
example, and you must follow in His steps.” 
 

There will be times when you do good 
and you will still suffer. 

 
1 Peter 2:22-24 (NLT) “He never sinned, nor ever deceived 
anyone. 23 He did not retaliate when He was insulted, nor 
threaten revenge when He suffered. He left His case in the 
hands of God, who always judges fairly. 24 He personally 
carried our sins in His body on the cross so that we can be 
dead to sin and live for what is right. By His wounds you are 
healed.” 
 
1 Peter 3:9 (NLT) “Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with 
insults when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a 
blessing. That is what God has called you to do, and He will 
grant you His blessing.” 
 

God is calling you to do good. 


