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Have you experienced any level of  
persecution for your faith? 

 
If you are a faithful follower of Christ, if you are 

set apart, if you are different, Jesus promised us 
that the world would hate us and persecute us. 

 
John 15:18&20a (NIV) “If the world hates you, keep in mind 
that it hated Me first. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant 
is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will 
persecute you also.” 
 
C.S. Lewis wrote in: A Grief Observed,  
“You never know how much you really believe anything until its truth 

or falsehood becomes a matter of life and death to you.” 
 
1 Peter 4:12 (NLT) “Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the 
fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange 
were happening to you.” 
 

Christianity is not a playground. It is a battle ground. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 (NIV) “For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
 

When you engage in the battle you will face opposition. 
 
1 Peter 4:13 (NLT) “Instead, be very glad—for these trials 
make you partners with Christ in His suffering, so that you will 
have the wonderful joy of seeing His glory when it is revealed 
to all the world.” 

 



 

 
Which cycle best represents your life in the past week? 

 
 
1 Peter 4:19 (NLT) “So if you are suffering in a manner that 
pleases God, keep on doing what is right, and trust your lives 
to the God who created you, for He will never fail you.” 
 
1 Peter 4:19 (NIV) “So then, those who suffer according to 
God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator 
and continue to do good.” 
 
Do what is right and good and trust God with the results. 
 
1 Peter 5:5b-7 (NLT) “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble. 6 So humble yourselves under the 
mighty power of God, and at the right time He will lift you up in 
honor. 7 Give all your worries and cares to God, for He cares 
about you.” 
 
1 Peter 5:7 (NIV) “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He 
cares for you.” 
 
Romans 12:14 (NLT) “Bless those who persecute you. Don’t 
curse them; pray that God will bless them.” 
 
1 Peter 5:10-11 (NLT) “In His kindness God called you to 
share in His eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus. So after 
you have suffered a little while, He will restore, support, and 
strengthen you, and He will place you on a firm foundation. 11 
All power to Him forever! Amen.” 
 

Suffering persecution may be a direct indication  
that you are following Christ. 


