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God is at work all around us in our world today. 
 

If God created the world, why is there evil in it? 
How could a loving God create evil? 

 
Matthew 13:24-30 (NCV) “Then Jesus told them another story: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man who planted good seed in his field. 25 That 
night, when everyone was asleep, his enemy came and planted weeds 
among the wheat and then left. 26 Later, the wheat sprouted and the heads 
of grain grew, but the weeds also grew. 27 Then the man’s servants came to 
him and said, ‘You planted good seed in your field. Where did the weeds 
come from?’ 28 The man answered, ‘An enemy planted weeds.’ The 
servants asked, ‘Do you want us to pull up the weeds?’ 29 The man 
answered, ‘No, because when you pull up the weeds, you might also pull up 
the wheat. 30 Let the weeds and the wheat grow together until the harvest 
time. At harvest time I will tell the workers, ‘First gather the weeds and tie 
them together to be burned. Then gather the wheat and bring it to my 
barn.’” 
 
Matthew 13:36-37a (NCV) “Then Jesus left the crowd and went into 
the house. His followers came to Him and said, ‘Explain to us the 
meaning of the story about the weeds in the field.’ 37 Jesus 
answered…”  

JESUS EXPLAINS THE PARABLE 
 

• The world is the field 
Matthew 13:38a (NCV) “The field is the world…” 
 

• The devil and Jesus are both sowers planting seed 
Matthew 13:37&39a (NCV) “The man who planted the good seed in 
the field is the Son of Man. 39 And the enemy who planted the bad 
seed is the devil.” 
Matthew 13:25 (NCV) “That night, when everyone was asleep, his 
enemy came and planted weeds among the wheat and then left.”    
 

• The seeds represent people of two kinds 
Matthew 13:38b (NCV) “…the good seed are all of God's children 
who belong to the kingdom. The weeds are those people who 
belong to the Evil One.” 
 

Good and evil exist side by side in the world! 
 

• The logical solution to this problem is delayed 
Matthew 13:28b (NCV) “The servants asked, ‘Do you want us to 
pull up the weeds?’”  
Matthew 13:29-30a (NCV) “The man answered, ‘No, because when 
you pull up the weeds, you might also pull up the wheat. 30 Let the 
weeds and the wheat grow together until the harvest time.’” 
 



 

• The harvest is certain 
Matthew 13:39b-43 (NCV) “The harvest time is the end of the age, 
and the workers who gather are God’s angels. 40 Just as the weeds 
are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather 
out of His kingdom all who cause sin and all who do evil. 42 The 
angels will throw them into the blazing furnace, where the people 
will cry and grind their teeth with pain. 43 Then the good people will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let those with ears 
use them and listen.’” 
 

PRACTICAL POINTS FOR LIVING IN THE FIELD 
 

• Be perceptive 
1 Peter 5:8 (NIV) “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” 
 

• Be patient  
 

Why would Jesus, who is holy, permit evil to remain?  
Jesus permits evil to remain for our eternal benefit. 

 
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as 
some understand slowness. Instead He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
 

• Be prepared 
Matthew 24:42 (NIV) “Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know on what day your Lord will come.” 
Matthew 13:30a (NCV) “Let the weeds and the wheat grow together 
until the harvest time.” 
 

KINGDOM PRINCIPLE: The Harvest Day is coming! 
 

It is not our task to judge. 
Luke 9:54b (NIV) “Lord, do You want us to call fire down from 
heaven to destroy them?” 
 

Our calling is never to condemn the evil people; 
our calling is to go into all the world and make disciples. 

 
John 17:18 (NIV) “As You sent Me into the world, I have sent them 
into the world.” 
John 16:33b (NIV) “In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT WHAT YOU KNOW? 
Choose to grow up like Christ by offering  

love, grace and forgiveness to others. 
John 17:15 (NIV) “My prayer is not that You take them out of the 
world but that You protect them from the evil one.” 


