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1 Peter 2:12 (NIV) “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though 
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day He visits us.” 
1 Peter 2:12 (NCV) “People who do not believe are living all around you 
and might say that you are doing wrong. Live such good lives that they will 
see the good things you do and will give glory to God on the day when 
Christ comes again.” 
 

Integrity: When what you say you believe matches what you do. 
 

HOW TO LIVE WITH INTEGRITY 
 

1. Stay away from temptation. 
 
1 Peter 2:11 (NIV) “Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to 
abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.” 
1 Peter 2:11 (Phillips) “I beg you, as those whom I love, to live in this world 
as strangers and ‘temporary residents’, to keep clear of the desires of your 
lower natures, for they are always at war with your souls.” 
Psalm 23:6 (NIV) “Surely Your goodness and love will follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
 

Relationships are eternal. 
 
1 Peter 2:11 (Message) “Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t 
make yourselves cozy in it. Don’t indulge your ego at the expense of your 
soul.” 
1 Peter 2:16 (NIV) “Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves.” 
 

There is much responsibility that comes with freedom. 
 
1 Peter 2:15 (NIV) “For it is God’s will that by doing good you should 
silence the ignorant talk of foolish people.” 
1 Peter 2:15 (TLB) “It is God’s will that your good lives should silence those 
who foolishly condemn the Gospel without knowing what it can do for them, 
having never experienced its power.” 
 

It is God’s will that you be an advertisement for Christianity. 
 

2. Show respect for authority. 
 
1 Peter 2:13-14 (NIV) “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every 
human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to 
governors, who are sent by Him to punish those who do wrong and to 
commend those who do right.” 
1 Peter 2:13-14 (NCV) “For the Lord’s sake, yield to the people who have 
authority in this world: the king, who is the highest authority, 14 and the 
leaders who are sent by Him to punish those who do wrong and to praise 
those who do right.” 

To submit means to yield. 
 



 

1 Peter 2:13-14 (MSG) “Make the Master proud of you by being good 
citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their level; they are God’s 
emissaries for keeping order.” 
1 Peter 2:17 (NIV) “Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honor the emperor.” 
1 Peter 2:17 (TLB) “Show respect for everyone. Love Christians 
everywhere. Fear God and honor the government.” 
 

Three qualities that reveal if you are a genuine believer or not: 
• Show respect for everyone. 
• Love Christians everywhere. 
• Fear God and honor the government. 

 
You honor the position not the personality. 

 
1 Peter 2:18-19 (NIV) “Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to 
your masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to 
those who are harsh. 19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under 
the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God.” 
1 Peter 2:18-19 (MSG) “You who are servants, be good servants to your 
masters—not just to good masters, but also to bad ones. What counts is 
that you put up with it for God’s sake when you’re treated badly for no good 
reason.” 
 

3. Seek God in suffering. 
 

Nothing reveals your character quicker than problems and pain. 
 
1 Peter 2:20-21 (NIV) “But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating 
for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you 
endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, 
because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should 
follow in His steps.” 
1 Peter 2:20-21 (MSG) “This is the kind of life you’ve been invited into, the 
kind of life Christ lived. He suffered everything that came His way so you 
would know that it could be done, and also know how to do it, step-by-step.” 
 

Jesus is our model of how to handle suffering. 
 
1 Peter 2:22-23 (NIV) “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His 
mouth. 23 When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when 
He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who 
judges justly.” 
1 Peter 2:23 (MSG) “He suffered in silence, content to let God set things 
right.” 
 
The acid test of your faith is how you react when you are mistreated. 

 
1 Peter 2:24-25 (NIV) “He himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, 
so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; ‘by His wounds you 
have been healed.’ 25 For ‘you were like sheep going astray,’ but now you 
have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 
Matthew 5:13a,14a&16 (NIV) “You are the salt of the earth. 14 “You are the 
light of the world. 16 Let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 


