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In the Parable of the Talents, Jesus tells us 

how we are to get ready for His return! 
 

KINGDOM PRINCIPLE:  
God expects you to use what He's given to you! 

 
SEVEN CONCEPTS FOR INVESTING YOUR LIFE 

 
1. OWNERSHIP: Everything you have belongs to God. 

Matthew 25:14 (NIV) “Again, it will be like a man going on a 
journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them.” 
 

2. ALLOCATION: God has given you some talents. 
Matthew 25:15 (NIV) “To one he gave five bags of gold, to another 
two bags, and to another one bag,[a] each according to his ability. 
Then he went on his journey.” 
 

Footnote: bags of gold in the Greek are talents: five talents… 
two talents… one talent; also throughout this parable; a talent 
was worth about 20 years of a day laborer’s wage. 

 
Romans 12:6a (NCV) “We all have different gifts, each of which 
came because of the grace God gave us.” 
 

3. ACCOUNTABILITY: God expects you to use your talents. 
Matthew 25:19 (NIV) “After a long time the master of those servants 
returned and settled accounts with them.” 
 

"What did you do with what you were given?" 
 

The greater the privilege you’ve been given 
the greater your responsibility. 

 
4. UTILIZATION: It's wrong to bury what God gave you. 

Matthew 25:18 (NIV) “But the man who had received one bag went 
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.” 
 
Matthew 25:26a (CEV) “The master of the servant told him, ‘You 
are lazy and good-for-nothing!”  
 
Matthew 25:27 (CEV) “You could have at least put my money in the 
bank, so that I could have earned interest on it.” 
 
Hebrews 11:6a (NIV) “And without faith it is impossible to please 
God.” 

God expects us to use what He's given to us. 
If we don't, it's not just some casual matter. 

 
 



 

5. MOTIVATION: Fear keeps you from using your talents. 
Matthew 25:25 (NIV) “So I was afraid and went out and hid your 
gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.” 
 

Three Kinds Of Fear: 
Self - doubt / Self - pity / Self - consciousness 

 
Have you ever thought about the phrase… 
“If it's worth doing, it’s worth doing well?” 

The more inclusive phrase might be… 
“If it's worth doing, it's worth doing poorly.” 

 
Matthew 25:24 (NIV) “Then the man who had received one bag of 
gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, 
harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed.’” 
 

6. APPLICATION: Use your talents or lose them. 
Matthew 25:28-29 (NIV) “So take the bag of gold from him and give 
it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given 
more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what they have will be taken from them.” 
 
The compatible principle to the Kingdom Principle is: whatever 

you need more of, start giving it to God and using it for Him. 
 

7. COMPENSATION: If you use your talents, you get rewards. 
Matthew 25:23 (NIV) “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’” 
 

Three Rewards: 
Affirmation / Promotion / Celebration 

 
When God does an audit on your life - is He going to say… 
"Well done, good and faithful servant" OR "Lazy servant?" 

 
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT WHAT YOU KNOW? 

 
|------------------------------------------------|   Talent 

           10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100 
 
                     |------------------------------------------------|   Time 
            10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  
  
          |-------------------------------------------------|   Treasure 
            10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  
 

“X” my current % investment / “G” my goal for the next six months 
 

The wisest investment you will ever make 
is in the Kingdom of God. 


