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Matthew 1:18 (NIV) “This is how the birth of Jesus the 
Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, 
she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Matthew 1:19 (NIV) “Because Joseph her husband was 
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to 
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.” 
 

Pleasing God often means disappointing people. 
 
Matthew 1:20 (NIV) “But after he had considered this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.’” 
 
Matthew 1:21 (NIV) “She will give birth to a Son, and 
you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will 
save His people from their sins.” 
 

Becoming obsessed with what people think  
about you is the quickest way to forget  

what God thinks about you. 
 

Becoming obsessed with what God thinks  
about you is the quickest way to forget  

what people think about you. 
 

LIVING FOR GOD INSTEAD OF PEOPLE 
 

1. If you’re not ready to be criticized for your 
obedience to God, then you are not ready to 
be used by God.   

 
Ephesians 5:18 (NIV) “Do not get drunk on wine… 
Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” 
 
Galatians 5:23 (NIV) “The fruit of the Spirit is… self-
control.” 
 



 

Matthew 5:27-28 (NIV) “You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” 
 
Matthew 25:40 (NIV) “Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of Mine, 
you did for Me.” 
 
1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV) “And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is 
love.” 
 
Matthew 6:3 (NIV) “But when you give to the needy, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing.” 
 
Matthew 19:21 (NIV) “Jesus answered, ‘If you want to 
be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow Me.’” 
 
Matthew 1:22-23 (NIV) “All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 ‘The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a Son, and they will call Him 
Immanuel’ (which means “God with us’).” 
 

2. Extraordinary acts of God often start with 
ordinary acts of obedience.   

 
We don’t have to understand completely  

to obey immediately. 
 

We don’t have to see the whole picture  
to put the first puzzle piece in place  

and then trust God with the rest. 
 
Outcome is God’s responsibility; obedience is ours. 

 
You have no idea what you might set into motion 

when you’re obedient to God. 
 
Matthew 1:24 (NIV) “When Joseph woke up, he did 
what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife.” 


